
Oconee County

Schools, Taxes, Growth, Roads, Public Projects 
and Much More

Oconee County is changing rapidly.  Citizens need to be kept “in 
the loop” on county plans, costs and direction.  This Publication is 
intended to provide more detail than normally available to voters in 
traditional media.

Citizens need to question the long-term value of some projects in 
the county.  Are our priorities in the right places?   Where are we 
headed?   How much DEBT are we incurring?   Are taxes really 
going down with more economic development and sales taxes?

Wendell Dawson, Editor, AVOC, Inc.

(Served as Oconee Commission Chair from 1989 to 2001- 30 year career in local city 
and county government)

Oconee’s Big Park- Where are the Ballfi elds?!
Indoor Pool?
   
By Wendell Dawson, Editor, AVOC, Inc.  March 14, 2006

When the “Big Park” was announced way back in 2002, a glowing 
description described ball-fi elds, enclosed pool and much more.

Now four years later, and the expenditure and commitment of $Millions it 
seems that some of these “amenities” are not being built.  Of course, they 
can be built in later years.

While much grading is taking place, the New Park seems to be a long way 
from opening.   How much will it ultimately cost?

New Park on Hwy 53 on 5.16.06

It is incredulous that the fi rst 
phase does not seem to include 
ball-fi elds!   Look at the Project 
Breakdown list!

Oconee Park Project Cost 
Values 2-26-06

Notice of Contract Award to F. E. Sims Enterprises, Inc. was given by 
Melvin Davis on September 7, 2005 for the price of $7,364,345.75.00.

The project breakdown and pay request of January 31, 2006…does not list 
any elements of ball-fi elds.
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THE NEW PARK

Cost estimates used initially were much lower than later fi gures showed.  
$12 Million in General Obligation Bonds (fi rst in County History for non-
school purposes) were authorized in 2002.

A very elaborate project was “announced”.  AVOC totaled the costs and 
came up with a fi gure of $21,141,000.   A review of the project as bid 
and being constructed shows both a Community Center and a Senior 
Center.   The Senior Center is needed and can provide a meeting place 
for community activities when not in use by Seniors- which is a lot of time.  
Is a new Community Center needed ahead of Ball-fi elds, Pool, Roads 
Improvements etc?  After all, we have a Civic Center and a 1200 seat 
Auditorium at nearby North Oconee High School.

Citizens need to monitor this and other projects and county spending.  
Questions about status and priorities would be healthy for our community.

SEE:  3-14-06 Oconee’s Big Park- Where are the Ball-fi elds?! Indoor Pool?

ALSO: 4-6-05 Oconee County- Jail, Consultants, Egos and Taxes

NEW PARK BEING GRADED MAY 16, 2006

Autry Road to Hodges Mill Road Closed in 2005
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Oconee County Community Complex
Schedule of Values

General Requirements
1 Mobilization 100,000.00
2 Bond 71,000.00
3 Insurance 40,000.00
4 Silt fence 76,500
5 Offi ce Trailer 36,000.00
6 Engineering 135,000.00
Total General Requirements 458,500.00

Main Infrast.- 
Roads/ Grading/ 
Drainage/ Utilities

Soccer 
Complex

Senior Center Comm. Center Tennis 
Center

1 Storm Sewer
a    Concrete Boxes 100,000 25,000 4,000 20,000 20,000
b    Pipe 100,000 30,000 3,000 25,000 25,000
c    Installation 92,000 35,000 3,000 30,000 35,000

2 Clearing & Grubbing 10,000 --- --- 20,000 ---
3 Topsoil Removal 100,000 10,000 1,500 20,000 20,000
4 Re-Spread Topsoil 36,000 3,000 500 6,000 5,000
5 Grading 507,500 10,0000 3,000 25,000 100,000
6 Throats & Tops 32,100 3,500 6,000 4,000 10,000
7 Curb 54,200 8,000 24,000 10,000 25,000
8 Asphalt

a    Base 188,181 45,000 20,000 30,000 50,000
b    Asphalt 248,181 50,000 15,000 40,000 40,000

9 Parking Blocks 2,400 3,000 2,000 2,000 2,000
10 Landscaping

a    Sprigging 25,183.75 100,000 10,000 10,000 ---
b    Plant Materials 43,000 4,000 8,000 10,000 4,000

11 Sanitary Sewer
a    Concrete Boxes 48,000 3,000 30,000 5,000 4,000
b    Pipes 38,500 1,500 2,000 2,000 2,000
c    Installation 92,000 2,000 51,000 3,000 3,000

12 Fencing 10,0000
a    Property line 30,000 --- --- --- ---

13 Concrete Walks 110,000 20,000 12,000 20,000 20,000
14 Asphalt Trails 125,000 --- --- --- ---
15 Sports Lighting-Lbr 231,000 200,000 --- --- 100,000
16 Site Electric 55,000 15,000 5,000 20,000 10,000
17 Hardscape 127,000 3,000 10,000 4,000 6,000
18 Site Grassing 55,000 6,000 10,000 4,000 5,000
19 Striping 21,000 4,000 8,000 8,000 4,000
20 Irrigation 97,000 200,000 4,000 6,000 4,000
21 Well --- 40,000 --- --- ---
22 Signage 19,000 4,000 4,000 4,000 4,000
23 Buildings/restrm --- 205,500 1,099,000 786,100 63,000

TOTALS $2,587,245.75 $1,120,500 $1,353,000 $1,144,100 $661,000

Picnic Pavilion

1 Slab 10,000

2 Pavilion 20,000

3 Erection 8,000

4 Electric Hookup 2,000

TOTALS $40,000.00

TOTAL OF PROJECT                                           $7,364,345.75




